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Residents say ‘no’ to data centers in Lowell

City Council to decide issue in new year

By Melanie Gilbert
MGILBERT@LOWELLSUN.COM

LOWELL — The Lowell resi-
dentswho attended the city’s second
meeting on data centers were virtu-
ally unanimous in their feedback to
restrict future growth of the facilities
in every districtin the city.

“The only way to protect our
community from the environmen-

tal impacts that we know are caused
by these data centers, particularly
when these data centers are put
in environmental justice neigh-
borhoods, is to prohibit them ... ,”
the participants at Table No. 4 said
during their presentation.

The community engagement
event was hosted on Oct. 7, by the
Department of Planning and Devel-
opment at the Senior Center on

Broadway Street in the Acre neigh-
borhood.

RESIDENTS GIVE CITY
PLANNERS FEEDBACK

More than 50 participants broke
into a dozen small groups to discuss
DPD’s two zoning options for
consideration by the City Council
for regulating data centers in the
city, part of an overhaul of Lowell’s
outdated zoning code.

See DATA on Page A4

Residents
discuss data
center zoning
options during a
public engage-
ment event
held by Lowell’s
Department of
Planning and
Development
Oct.7,2026.
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UTEC event advocates
for passage of Question 9

From left, UTEC CEO Gregg Croteau, Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan, Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea Campbell and Yes on

L A

9 for a Safe Massachusetts Chair Ruth Zakarin at UTEC in Lowell Oct. 13,2026 for a discussion in support of ballot Question 9, the passage of
which would mean a 2024 state gun law would remain in effect. PETER CURRIER/LOWELL SUN

Ballot question would
affirm 2024 state gun law

By Peter Currier
PCURRIER@LOWELLSUN.COM

LOWELL — When Massachu-
setts voters fill out their ballots for
the upcoming general election in
the midterms, they will be faced
with a lot more to decide on than
normal thanks in large part to the
nine ballot questions that qualified
for voter input this year.

The very last question on that
list, Question 9, concerns a 2024
firearms bill that was passed by
the state Legislature and then
signed into law by Gov. Maura

preamble. The law bans people
under 21 from owning semiauto-
matic rifles or shotguns, requires
the serialization of all firearms as
a way to tackle “ghost guns” and
bans devices that can change a
semiautomatic weapon into a fully
automatic weapon.

It also includes a “red flag”
provision that allows school
administrators, healthcare provid-
ers and police to seek an order for

a specific individual to surrender
their firearms and ammunition.
Should Question 9 pass, it

UTEC program participant Makayla Rivera speaks in support of the
passage of Question 9 during a discussion with officials advocating
for the measure. Question 9 would cement in place a 2024 gun law
passed by the state Legislature and signed by Gov. Maura Healey in

SENATE RACE

Markey,
Deaton
clash in
debate

Incumbent leans
on Dem playbook,
mentioning Trump
nearly 50 times

By Tim Dunn
TIM.DUNN@BOSTONHERALD.COM

Democratic U.S. Sen. Ed Markey
took on his Republican challenger
John Deaton in a live televised
debate on WBZ-TV Tuesday night,
hitting on everything from U.S.
foreign policy and the country’s
current economic state to issues
directly facing Massachusetts.

Markey also continued the
Democrat playbook of tying his
opponent to President Donald
Trump.

Markey took just seven seconds
to mention Trump in his opening
monologue, going on to refer to or
blame the president a whopping
total of 46 times throughout the
debate, something Deaton worked
tirelessly to call out and counter.

“Thank you, John. Thank you
to WBZ. I'm going to Washington
to be a check on Donald Trump.
Mr. Deaton is going to Washing-
ton to be a blank check for Donald
Trump. Mr. Deaton is the elephant
in the room. He is going be another
vote for Donald Trump down on the
floor of the United States Senate,
he will be the key vote, giving the
majority to the Republicans to keep
their monopoly in the House, the
Senate, and the presidency,” Markey
said to open up the debate.

Markey’s opening reflected the
same tactic being utilized by Demo-
crats across the country, and closer
to home, by Gov. Maura Healey in
her reelection bid against Repub-
lican challenger Mike Minogue. In
last week’s debate between Healey
and Minogue, also on WBZ-TV,
Healey referred to Trump over

Healey through an emergency See UTEConPage A8 anemergency preamble. PETER CURRIER/LOWELL SUN See DEBATE on Page A5
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Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea Campbell visited
UTEC in Lowell Oct. 13,2026 to take part in a discussion

in support of ballot Question 9, which would keep a 2024
state gun law in effect if passed. PETER CURRIER/LOWELL
SUN

UTEC

From Page1

would cement the 2024 law
in place. Should it fail, Massa-
chusetts gun laws would
return to the state they were
inbefore the law was signed.

On Tuesday morning
officials advocating for the
passage of Question 9 met
in Lowell at UTEC, which
has endorsed its passage,
to talk about why people
should vote in favor. Among
them were Middlesex
District Attorney Marian
Ryan, Massachusetts Attor-
ney General Andrea Camp-
bell and Yes on 9 for a Safe
Massachusetts Chair Ruth
Zakarin.

UTEC CEO Gregg Croteau
firstrecalled the early days of
his tenure at UTEC, which he
joined in 2000.

“One of the first things I
realized when I first started
at UTEC was hearing on the
street how easy it was to get
a gun,” said Croteau. “Now,
26 years later, one of the
things I also grappled with
was how difficult it is for me
to acknowledge that I do not
remember every funeral I've
gone to, many at the hands
of guns”

When the bill was passed
and signed in 2024, Zakarin
said it represented “the most
comprehensive update to
our firearms policies in a
decade”

“We understand that
technology changes, and
the world changes, and we
need to change and adapt

right along with technology
and the world, and we need
to do everything possible to
weave together a safety net
that prevents gun violence
and keeps our community
safe, and ensures nobody
has to grieve,” said Zakarin.

Among the provisions of
the gun law is the creation
of a firearms data dash-
board maintained by the
Department of Criminal
Justice Information Services
and the Executive Office of
Public Safety and Secu-
rity. The dashboard tracks
data relating to victim and
offender demographics,
the legal severity of each
offense, and the number of
active firearms licenses in
the state, among many other
data points.

“As we always say, we
cannot address a problem
we do not understand. One
question we need to ask is
where those guns are coming
from when they land in our
communities,” said Zakarin.

Campbell said that since
the law was passed in 2024,
her office has successfully
defended it from 12 differ-
ent legal challenges.

“The law is working not
only in our courtroom, but
it is also working in other
ways. My prosecutors
recently prosecuted a case
where investigators recov-
ered a ghost gun that had
notyetbeen fully assembled,
along with parts to make it
fire faster and parts designed
to silence it,” said Camp-
bell. “Under the old law, we
would not have been able, or
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Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan, right, next to
UTEC CEO Gregg Croteau Oct. 13,2026, during a discussion
promoting the Yes on 9 campaign in support of keeping a
2024 state gun law on the books. Question 9 failing to pass
at the ballot would result in that law being rescinded. PETER

CURRIER/LOWELL SUN

general election ballot visited UTEC in Lowell Oct. 13,2026
for a discussion in support of the measure’s passage. If
Question 9 passes it will mean a 2024 state gun law would
remain in effect. PETER CURRIER/LOWELL SUN

atleast would have been very
limited, in what charges we
could have brought against
that individual because the
weapon was not yet put
together.”

With the new law, Camp-
bell said the person was able
to be charged with unlawful
possession of a firearm, a
machine gun and asilencer.

“Because this law does
something the old law did
not, it looks at what a device
actually does rather than
what it is called, and it covers
parts, not just fully assem-
bled weapons,” said Camp-
bell.

Before the 2024 law,
Ryan said her office could
be limited on what kind of
chargesit could bring against
someone in a firearms inci-
dent.

“Before this law was

passed, when somebody
fired into a child’s bedroom,
when somebody fired across
abackyard where kids were
playing, we were able to
bring a charge of discharg-
ing a firearm within 500
feetofahouse. Thatisavery
insignificant misdemeanor.
It carries, in general, a fine,”
said Ryan. “It does not reflect
the people in this city who
have told me, ‘I am moving
away because I am afraid to
let my kids play outside, as
they should be.”

Ryan went after ghost
guns, saying there is no legit-
imate reason one should
have one if they aren’t barred
from purchasing a standard
gun either because of their
age or criminal record.

“The second piece is the
danger ...because a ghost gun
is printed on a 3D printer,
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Yes on 9 for a Safe Massachusetts Chair Ruth Zakarin
visited UTEC in Lowell Oct. 13,2026 to participatedin a
discussion with state officials supporting the passage of
Question 9 on the general election ballot, which would
keep a 2024 state gun law on the books. PETER CURRIER/

LOWELL SUN

when you fire it you risk it
blowing apart and injuring
the person who is firing,”
said Ryan.

Speaking in support of
Question 9, Makayla Rivera,
a program participant of
UTEC, said during the panel
that she lost her sister to gun
violence in 2023.

“Nobody should have to
grieve, nobody should go
through that. I definitely
want to get involved more
in my community and you
guys should as well, just to
make this place and envi-
ronment safe for us and safe
for the next generation,” said
Rivera.

The 2024 law has faced
pushback from gun rights
groups since its passage,
with some of the scrutiny
pointed toward Healey’s
decision to sign it through an
emergency preamble, which
implemented the law imme-
diately and ensured it could
notbe paused before a pend-
ingballot question.

The Civil Rights Coali-
tion is among those leading
the campaign to get people
to vote against Question 9,
with the group arguing on
its website that the 2024 law
carried “sweeping mandates
that turn law-abiding citi-
zens into criminals overnight
and force honest citizens to
reapply for rights they’ve
held for decades to comply
with confusing, burdensome
rules that violate due process
and privacy”

“The law requires regis-
tration of all lawfully owned
firearms, creating a central-

ized database of lawful gun
owners in Massachusetts.
This sets a dangerous prec-
edent for the Government to
be collecting this data and
raises concerns about the
privacy and security of fire-
arm owners’ personal infor-
mation,” the group says on its
website.

After the discussion,
Croteau told The Sun that
ending gun violence is at
the heart of UTEC’s origi-
nal mission, going back to
its beginnings 27 years ago,
during a period of increased
gun violence in Lowell.

“Anything we can do to
use our voice to ensure there
are laws ... that allow us the
foundation to carry out
what we are doing around
prevention and interven-
tion work, we are going to
use our voices as a nonprofit
to encourage and advocate
for folks to say yes on 9,” said
Croteau.

In addition to Question 9,
Croteau said UTEC is offi-
cially endorsing the passage
of Question 4, which would
establish same-day voter
registration in Massachu-
setts.

“As everyone knows it is
difficult to mobilize people
to register to vote, but we
know we get people’s atten-
tion on Election Day, and I
would be a zillionaire the
amount of times I’ve met
young adults who were
disappointed to realize when
they thought they could just
vote,” said Croteau, arguing
that it would help improve
voter turnout.
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