
Lowell City Councilor Sean McDonough’s motion 
asks for data on federal enforcement operations
By Melanie Gilbert
mgilbert@lowellsun.com

LOWELL >> City councilors gave 
moving testimony during the 
body’s Tuesday night meeting, 
linking citizens disappearing 
from the streets of Lowell from 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement actions to the expe-

rience of fleeing the atrocities un-
der Pol Pot during the Cambodian 
genocide of the Khmer Rouge.

They, and several other speak-
ers, spoke in support of Coun-
cilor Sean McDonough’s motion 
requesting data from the admin-
istration of City Manager Tom 
Golden on ICE activities in the 
city over the past 18 months.

McDonough’s motion re-
quested Golden have the appro-
priate department take any nec-
essary steps to provide a report 
to the council on ICE operations 
in the city, including who has 
been arrested; where are they 
being detained; how many im-

CITY COUNCIL

City of immigrants rattled by ICE actions
An attendee at a rally 
outside Lowell City 
Hall on Jan. 10, 2026, 
where speakers from 
several local groups 
condemned U.S. 
actions in Venezuela 
and the shooting of 
Renee Nicole Good by 
a U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
agent.
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By Peter Currier
pcurrier@lowellsun.com

LOWELL >> UTEC’s young adults 
are once again getting involved 
in the political process after sev-
eral of them interviewed both 
Democratic candidates for the 
1st Middlesex District state Sen-
ate seat as the Feb. 3 primary ap-
proaches.

Candidate Vanna Howard, 
who currently holds the 17th 

Middlesex District seat in the 
state House of Representatives, 
heard from UTEC staff about the 
nonprofit’s operations and par-
ticipated in one of UTEC’s tra-
ditional “mood checks,” where 
staff and young adults rate 
their moods on a scale of 10 and 
talk about something exciting 
in their lives or something they 
are looking forward to.

Howard then moved upstairs 
to field questions from Yandel 

Miranda, 19, and Isabella Mejia, 
23, two of UTEC’s young adults 
who gave similar questions to 
those posed to Howard’s pri-
mary opponent the day before.

They started off again with a 
question about Howard’s moti-
vation for running for the state 
Senate seat, to which she re-
sponded by saying her career 
“has always been about helping 
people.”

“My lived experience in com-

ing here, as an immigrant, as a 
refugee who didn’t speak a word 
of English, it wasn’t easy, but 
this community supported me 
and helped me and my family,” 
said Howard, who arrived in the 
U.S. from Cambodia as a child 
to escape the Khmer Rouge and 
Cambodian genocide.

The young adults asked How-
ard about her view of the current 

1ST MIDDLESEX SENATE FORUM

‘THIS COMMUNITY 
HAS SUPPORTED ME’
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From left, UTEC young adults Yandel Miranda and Isabella Mejia interview state Rep. Vanna Howard Jan. 22, 2026, as Howard seeks the 
1st Middlesex District seat in the state Senate Special election. Howard’s primary opponent, state Rep. Rodney Elliott, had a similar visit 
the day before.

By Tim Dunn
tim.dunn@bostonherald.com

State Auditor Diana DiZoglio 
says she will be suing Massport 
after releasing the findings of an 
audit into settlement agreements 
across 21 state agencies, finding 
that they entered into 263 agree-
ments totaling roughly $6.8 mil-
lion in taxpayer funds over a five-
year span.

The auditor also on Wednesday 
highlighted what she calls a grow-
ing problem on Beacon Hill of a 
willingness to defy legally autho-
rized audits.

“Up on Beacon Hill, those in 
power seem to be feeling a bit em-
boldened to keep pushing to see 
how much they can get away with 
withholding (information) under 
the law,” DiZoglio told reporters 
at a Wednesday press conference.

The audit focused on non-dis-
closure and non-disparagement 
agreements and similar clauses 
used by the state agencies that 
were examined, including col-
leges and universities, constitu-
tional offices and independent 
and quasi-state agencies.

“Perhaps the most concerning 

BEACON HILL

Auditor to 
file lawsuit 
against 
Massport

MATT STONE — BOSTON HERALD

State Auditor Diana DiZoglio 
highlighted what she calls a 
growing problem on Beacon Hill 
of a willingness to defy legally 
authorized audits.
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port for housing, educa-
tion, attend events and ac-
cess support for managing 
their mental health chal-
lenges without the need 
for a referral.

For more information, 
call 877-284-6336, email 
info@vinfen.org or visit 
vinfen.org.
Construction notice
LOWELL >> Removal of 
the soil stockpile in the 
parking lot along Dut-
ton Street will take place 
Monday, Jan. 26 through 
Friday, Feb. 13, Monday 
through Friday, from 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m., 256.2 Mar-
ket St. For more informa-
tion, call 978-674-1429 
or email Rreiling@low-
ellma.gov.
Centralville sewer 
separation project
LOWELL >> The Cen-
tralville Sewer Separa-
tion Project team will be 
attending the upcoming 
Centralville Neighbor-
hood Action Group meet-
ing on Monday, Feb. 2, 
6:30 p.m., at the Dom Pol-
ski Club, 10 Coburn St. 
Representatives from the 
city of Lowell, and project 
contractors CDM Smith 
and AD&S will share vi-
suals and respond to 
questions about the Phase 
1 construction project, in-
cluding:

Planned work areas 
and construction phasing.

The anticipated con-
struction schedule.

What residents can ex-
pect during construction.

How updates will be 

communicated through-
out the project.

Residents and busi-
nesses are encouraged to 
stay informed through-
out the project by visit-
ing the project website 
at lowellwater.com and 
signing up for updates. 
Sign up for project email 
updates at tinyurl.com/
y34ysx8m.
Municipal policing 
exam

The deadline to regis-
ter for the 2026 munic-
ipal police officer and 
MBTA transit officer ex-
aminations is Monday, 
Feb. 2. The written exam 
takes place the week of 
Wednesday, March 11 to 
Saturday, March 14, at 
various locations across 
the commonwealth. The 
written test fee is $75.

For more information, 
visit bit.ly/49AtpLe.
CMAA survey
LOWELL  >> The Cambodian 
Mutual Assistance Asso-
ciation invites clients and 
residents to complete a cli-
ent satisfaction survey in 
either English or Khmer. 
The purpose of the survey 
is to evaluate CMAA and 
its services. All answers 
are anonymous and con-
fidential. Data from this 
survey will be used to im-
prove CMAA’s services. 
Participation in the sur-
vey is voluntary and par-
ticipants may quit the 
survey at any time.

To participate, visit 
surveymonkey.com/r/
FC3WWNM. For more in-
formation about CMAA’s 
programs and services, 
call 978-454-6200, email 
info@cmaalowell.org or 
visit cmaalowell.org.
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housing situation. Howard 
pointed to her past sup-
port for the legislation to 
address the housing crisis, 
including the Affordable 
Homes Act in 2024.

“That delegated a lit-
tle bit more than $5 bil-
lion into housing, creating 
housing for young adults 
dealing with homelessness, 
and also supporting young 
adults aging out of foster 
homes,” said Howard.

“I am proud to support 
making sure our young 
adults have safe and suit-
able housing to live in,” 
said Howard later, not-
ing her own past experi-
ence with homelessness 
as a young mother in her 
early 20s.

This special election 
was called after the death 
of state Sen. Edward Ken-
nedy last year. Mejia and 
Miranda pointed to Ken-
nedy’s past support for 
UTEC’s mattress recycling 
program, and asked How-
ard if she would continue 
to support the program.

“Absolutely. I worked 
closely with Sen. Kennedy 
on the mattress recycling 
program, we actually had 
discussed the possibility 
of statewide legislation for 
the mattress recycling pro-
gram, and I am also a cus-
tomer of that program,” 
Howard said. 

“What a legacy, to me, 
for our future generations, 
for our youth to focus on 
recycling and conserva-
tion.”

Howard also took the op-
portunity to note her own 
support for Kennedy when 
he first sought the state 
Senate seat.

“When he went for the 
state Senate seat in 2018, 
I was there, door knock-
ing for him, believed in 
him, supported him and 
endorsed him. We worked 
great together,” said How-
ard.

When asked about what 
she thinks about how the 
state can support UTEC 
within the budget, Howard 
first noted her own sup-
port for state funding for 
UTEC’s many programs, 
and her hopes to continue 

to do so.
“It should be contin-

ued, this collaboration, 
and I of course will make 
sure UTEC continues to re-
ceive appropriate funding 
to continue the many pro-
grams helping people,” said 
Howard.

UTEC has been a cham-
pion for “raise the age” 
legislation, which would 
raise the maximum age 
to 20 for those convicted 
of crimes to be sentenced 
to a juvenile facility rather 
than a normal county jail. 
The main reason is to give 
those young adults access 
to the educational pro-
grams offered in juvenile 

facilities, which UTEC ar-
gues reduces criminal re-
cidivism.

Howard said she is in 
support of that kind of 
legislation, and said she 
works closely in the Legis-
lature with the bill’s lead 
sponsors.

“As we all know, your 
mental and brain develops 
later in life. I am not for 
extended terms in general, 
except for the most serious 
crimes,” said Howard. “We 
need to look at suggesting 
the development of a pi-
lot program to see how it 
would play out.

Young adults with crim-
inal histories can often 
have difficulty finding em-
ployment after they are re-
leased from incarceration. 
Mejia and Miranda asked 
Howard about that diffi-
culty, and how she would 
support the creation of 
more job opportunities for 
those people.

“Our young adults 
should have a second 
chance, and what UTEC is 
providing is a proven suc-
cess,” said Howard. 

“Training and job skills 
to make sure they have a 
path to a job in the future. 
Regardless of their back-
ground, everyone should 
have a second chance to 
work on improving their 
lives.”

Howard said she would 
continue to support the 
kinds of services UTEC of-
fers.

The two young adults 
then asked Howard about 
support for mental health 
services, to which she said 
she has a lot of experience, 
both from sharing an of-
fice with the House’s Men-
tal Health and Substance 
Abuse Committee, and her 
previous job.

“My previous job was at 

Lowell Community Health 
Center right here, so I have 
a great deal of knowledge 
when it comes to issues of 
mental health,” said How-
ard.

“We want to do every-
thing we can to make sure 
we continue to advocate to 
make sure mental health is 
moving in the right path, 
and providing all the re-
sources available to them,” 
Howard said later.

Similarly, Mejia and Mi-
randa asked about access 
to other state services like 
the Registry of Motor Ve-
hicles, and any ways How-
ard thinks that could be 
improved.

“I work closely with the 
RMV to ensure the commu-
nity can get proper licenses 
or their ID, because with-
out their ID they cannot 
get health care, they can-
not get jobs,” said How-
ard. “(House Speaker Ron-
ald Mariano) appointed me 
to serve on the Commis-
sion on Structural Racism 
in the Department of Cor-
rection.”

One issue she found 
through that committee, 
Howard said, was that peo-
ple being released from in-
carceration were often 
without any valid forms of 
identification.

“We were able to imple-
ment that with the DOC, 
staff and admin to make 
sure before they are being 
released, to make sure they 
have all their proper identi-
fication,” said Howard.

Howard was asked by 
Mejia and Miranda about 
her views on “clean slate” 
legislation, which would 
automatically begin the 
process of sealing crimi-
nal records for those con-
victed of crimes as soon 
as they are considered el-
igible.

“I would want to read 

the language first, but as 
I mentioned earlier, young 
adults should be able to get 
a second chance,” Howard 
said, adding that a sec-
ond chance should include 
things like job training 
to put them “on the right 
path.”

She stopped short of sup-
porting such legislation 
outright, though, and said 
more serious crimes should 
be treated differently when 
it comes to automatically 
offering second chances.

After the interview, Mi-
randa, a Lawrence resi-
dent, said that he got in-
volved with Howard’s visit 
because he wanted to learn 
more about the political 
process and the people who 
make decisions.

“I wanted to get to know 
the person who may be able 
to help out and make this 
community better, and be 
able to interview that per-
son and meet somebody 
who makes the decisions 
on what we are going to do 
in the city,” said Miranda.

Mejia, a Lowell resident, 
said she heard about the 
opportunity somewhat by 
chance, and jumped on it.

“I wanted to get involved 
in the community I live in. 
I feel like Lowell is a com-
munity that has just helped 
me build a good foundation 
for success, especially with 
UTEC,” said Mejia. 

“I am just trying to get 
involved with the govern-
ment, learn more about 
politics, and have a part 
in deciding who is going 
to help us and figuring 
out who supports what we 
do here, and helping the 
youth,” Mejia said.

Howard’s primary op-
ponent for the state Sen-
ate position, state Rep. 
Rodney Elliott, conducted 
a similar visit to UTEC on 
Wednesday.

Youth
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From left: UTEC young adults Aidan Breen, Camerin Debrosky, Adolfo de la Cruz, Mikayla 
Sayasane, Isabella Mejia and Yandel Miranda with state Rep. Vanna Howard Jan. 
22, 2026. Howard visited UTEC to hear from staff and be interviewed by two of the 
nonprofit’s young adults amid her special election campaign for the 1st Middlesex District 
state Senate seat.
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State Rep. Vanna Howard, right, sat down with UTEC CEO 
Gregg Croteau and UTEC staff Jan. 22, 2026, to hear them 
talk about the nonprofit’s various programs and needs 
before being interviewed by two of UTEC’s young adults. 
Howard is running in the Democratic primary for the 1st 
Middlesex District state Senate seat special election called 
after the death of state Sen. Edward Kennedy last year.
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Council takes up migra
nt housing

ByMelanie Gilbert

mgilbert@lowellsun.com

LOWELL» The care and welf
are of

the migrant families expected to

come to the Mill City was top of

Councilor VesnaN
uon’smind dur-

ing Tuesday night
’s meeting.

“They are coming,” Nuon said.

He called the city of Lowell the

“parent of all the
agencies” and

asked the administration to con-

vene a meeting of all servic
e pro-

viders who would be part of the

welcoming and settling in of the

migrant families, which he later

called a “humanitarian crisis.”

The Healey-Driscoll admin-

istration is in discussions with

UMass Lowell about the state

potentially enterin
g into a short-

term lease through the
end of the

fiscal year to use
the Inn & Con-

ference Center on
Warren Street

inDowntown Low
ell to temporar-

ily house families currently in th
e

state’s emergency shelter sy
stem.

“From social service, from

community health, from
schools,

from other various dep
artments

or agencies…They
going to come,”

he said. “They go
ing to need all

CITYCOUNCIL

‘Humanitarian crisis’
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KEROUAC FESTIVAL TO
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Tran faces
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d t campaign
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The entrance to UMa
ss Lowell’s Inn and C

onference Center, off
Warren

Street in Downtown
Lowell. The ICC, whi

ch doubles as a publ
ic hotel,

closed its reservatio
n system to bookings as of Se

pt. 13, and students

who were assigned t
o the ICC for the upc

oming semester are
being

relocated to other do
rms to make way for

housing of migrant f
amilies

and pregnant women
fleeing violence and

unrest in Haiti and V
enezuela.
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