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Hot dogs and pricey beer 
won’t be on the menu next 
week when Fenway Park 
opens up again.

How about a COVID-19 vac-
cine and a view of the storied 
field that has seen some of the 
greatest and worst moments 
of Red Sox history. Walk down 
the concourse just inside Gate 
A at Fenway Park and you’ll 
see Sammy’s on 3rd, typically 

a great place to grab a drink 
during a game.

But people walking near 
the bar Friday weren’t there 
to grab something to gulp 
down before the first inning 
— they were getting a dose of 
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.

Lisa Ivey of Boston, a per-
sonal care attendant and a 
part of 1199SEIU, got her first 
shot of the vaccine. She said 
she feels privileged because 
“unfortunately there are still 
a lot of people” waiting.

“I’m really ecstatic to have 
this opportunity to be here 
because there are a lot of 
people who are petrified. And 
as we stand up, and show that 
this is really important, so we 
can put this pandemic to rest,” 
she told reporters moments 
after getting a dose. “Every-
one needs to be accountable 
to getting a shot.”

Starting Monday those in 
the first phase of the state’s 
distribution plan and people 

Batter up: Fenway ready for mass vaccinations
By Chris Van Buskirk

State House News Service

Starting Monday those 
in the first phase of the 
state’s distribution plan 
and people 75 and older can 
make their way to Fenway 
Park to take the first or 
second step in inoculating 
themselves against COVID-19. 
Appointments are required. 
Officials involved in the 
program said they plan to 
offer 500 doses a day starting 
Monday, with an eventual goal 
of 1,250 a day.
SHNS photo

HAVERHILL — The city’s third retail 
marijuana shop is preparing to open near 
the Plaistow line along Route 125.

Full Harvest Moonz at 95 Plaistow Road 
will welcome customers later this month, 
said owner Janet Kupris, who received her 
final license from the state Cannabis Con-
trol Commission on Jan 14.

Full Harvest Moonz was the first can-
nabis dispensary to receive a special per-
mit from the City Council — that approval 
coming in June 2019. Kupris, who lives in 
Weymouth, received the permit after a 7-1 
vote. Councilor Joseph Bevilacqua was the 

HAVERHILL

THIRD  
POT SHOP 
TO OPEN

Full Harvest Moonz  
gets OK to operate  

at Plaistow line
By allison Corneau

acorneau@eagletribune.com

BOSTON — Mail-in voting allowed mil-
lions of Massachusetts residents to safely 
cast ballots last fall amid fears about 
COVID-19, and voting rights groups want 
to make the changes permanent.

A temporary state law that expanded vot-
ing access expired on Dec. 31, and lawmak-
ers extended that until March 31 to cover 
this spring’s municipal elections.

But lawmakers are expected to consider 
myriad proposals in the upcoming session 
to extend mail balloting long after the pan-
demic eventually subsides.

“We’re expecting dozens of bills to 
come out,” said Alex Psilakis, policy and 

Voting groups 
push to expand 
mail balloting 

in Mass.
By Christian M. Wade

Statehouse Reporter

On a typical day before the pandemic, 
Chris Austin had plenty on his to-do list 
as the director of food enterprise for the 
Lowell-based UTEC organization.

The anti-violence group was operat-
ing several food-related 
programs including 
a cafe, event space 
and bustling catering 
business.

Once March 2020 arrived, however, 
everything changed.

“COVID hit and the bottom fell out — 
we had to shut everything down,” said 
Austin, a veteran food service worker 
with a resume that includes time at 
Whole Foods Market and Sweetgreen.

Tasked with keeping a group of 
staff members and young adults who 
worked in his kitchen safe from COVID-
19 while dealing with the temporary 
pause of UTEC programming, Austin 
came up with an idea. Rather than 
stop accepting deliveries of food and 
other items that would be served at 

for-profit functions, he and UTEC CEO 
Gregg Croteau created a delivery ser-
vice called Madd Love Meals, which 
brings free groceries and prepared 

meals to needy people in Haverhill, 
Lawrence and other Merrimack Valley 
communities.

Made with ‘Madd Love’

By allison Corneau

acorneau@eagletribune.com

Group develops delivery service to fight hunger in Valley

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
UTEC Cafe program manager Kassandra Berzins helps prepare salads before they are added to meals that are packaged for delivery.

Ginny Chhuon, left, and Chris Austin of UTEC load meals into a van for deliveries from 
the organization’s cafe in Lowell. 
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ANDOVER — Seeing their 
children and their children’s 
teachers struggle  during 
nearly a year of remote 
and hybrid learning, Pazzo 
Pizza co-owners David and 
Jeff Malloy decided to give a 
free pizza to every Andover 
School District teacher and 
staff member.

“We can’t afford to donate, 
but we can give out our 

product and make them feel 
appreciated,” Jeff said.

Both brothers have educa-
tors in their families. Jeff’s 
fiancee is a special education 
teacher and David’s wife is a 
former teacher. So they knew 
they needed to find a way to 
give back to the community 
despite Pazzo Pizza only 
being open for a year, most 
of which has been during the 
pandemic.

After opening on Valen-
tine’s Day in 2020, “It was a 

crazy line out the door for a 
month… right until Gov. shut 
down indoor dining,” David 
said.

The brothers had perfected 
their Neapolitan pizza, which 
was baked in a specialty oven 
to be served to dine-in cus-
tomers, Jeff said. They were 
just getting the hang of the 
restaurant business  when 
they quickly had to switch to 
takeout only.

“We didn’t even have 
two phone lines, so it was 

mayhem turning the next day 
to takeout,” David said.

They needed to find proper 
takeout containers to keep 
food fresh, unlike the boxes 
that are great for storing left-
overs, David said.

They found the best boxes, 
so “now the pizza travels 
really well,” Jeff said.

The Malloys, like other res-
taurant owners, are waiting 
for the day they can have a 
full restaurant again. The 

ANDOVER

Free pizza given to school employees
By Madeline hughes

mhughes@eagletribune.com

See PIZZA, Page 4

MADELINE HUGHES/Staff photo
Jeff, left, and David Malloy co-own Pazzo Pizza on Main Street 
in Andover.
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75 and older can make their 
way to Fenway to take the 
first or second step in inocu-
lating themselves against 
the virus. Appointments are 
required. Officials involved in 
the program said they plan 
to offer 500 doses a day start-
ing Monday with an eventual 
goal of 1,250 a day.

Fenway is the state’s sec-
ond large-scale vaccination 
site alongside Gillette Sta-
dium, both operated by CIC 
Health. Gov. Charlie Baker 
announced that Gillette 
Stadium would serve as the 
state’s first mass vaccination 
site just over two weeks ago 
and it started serving first 
responders last week.

The opening of mass 
sites comes as people have 
reported frustration and 
confusion with scheduling 
an appointment. Gov. Char-
lie Baker urged patience as 
he said the state planned to 
add more availability and 
launch a call center to help 
the scheduling process.

CIC Health Chief Opera-
tions Officer Rachel Wilson 
said people will be able to 
move through the vaccina-
tion process at Fenway in 
about 45 minutes to an hour.

“This is the second mass 
vaccination site that we’ve 
opened,” she said. “And 
through that process, we’ve 
understood what it will take 
to avoid queues. And we 
believe that our workflows 
are such that and our space 
availability indoors is such 
that people will not have to 
wait outdoors.”

Even if it snows, the site 
plans to stay open and 
honor appointments. If the 
weather is so bad that road 
conditions are unsafe and 
transit to Fenway becomes 
dangerous, officials said 

they will “proactively notify 
individuals to cancel their 
appointments” and will help 
reschedule them.

The Fenway site plans to 
operate from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
In a few weeks, hours will 
expand to 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
include weekend options.

A person scheduled to get 
a vaccine at Fenway enters 
through Gate A, proceeds 
to a signup area complete 
with a socially distanced 
area for a line to form. From 
there, they walk up a ramp-
way, past several concession 
stands, and into the vaccina-
tion area.

A team of workers prepare 
doses of the vaccine on top 
of a bar and then gives them 
to workers who inject them 
into arms. People who get 
the vaccine can then walk 
over to one of the several 
selfie stations that provide a 
scenic view of the baseball 
field â€” on Friday it was 
covered in a layer of snow.

Linda Edge, a personal 
care attendant of 11 years 
from Quincy, also made her 
way out to Fenway Park Fri-
day to get a shot. The con-
sumer that she works with 
has compromised sicknesses 
and she felt it was important 
to get inoculated.

“The location here is excel-
lent, used to come here as a 
kid, but it was much easier 
for me to come here,” she 
told reporters.

Sarah McKenna, Red Sox 
senior vice president for fan 
services and entertainment, 
said Fenway has an emo-
tional impact on the region, 
and doling out vaccines is 
the park’s greatest respon-
sibility it has had in a long 
time.

What happens when the 
Sox play ball in April?

“We’ll make it work. I 
mean, that’s what we do,” 
McKenna said.

FENWAY
 � Continued from Page 1

communications manager for 
MassVOTE, a non-partisan 
group. “Voting by mail has 
been extremely successful, 
and the policy is so popular 
that we believe legislators 
will sponsor many bills seek-
ing to extend it or make the 
changes permanent.”

One proposal, filed this 
week by Rep. Rebecca Rauch, 
D-Needham, would allow vot-
ers to designate themselves 
as a “permanent mail voter” 
for local and state elections.

The proposal would also 
require state prisons to offer 
vote-by-mail options for 
inmates who are eligible to 
cast ballots.

“No incarcerated indi-
vidual who is eligible to 
vote shall be deprived of a 
mail voting application, a 
vote by mail ballot, a writ-
ing implement sufficient to 
properly complete the vote 
by mail ballot, or the ability 
to return the ballot by mail,” 

the proposal reads.
A bipartisan proposal, co-

sponsored by House Minority 
Leader Brad Jones, R-North 
Reading, and Sen. Jason 
Lewis, D-Winchester, would 
extend early and mail vot-
ing until June 30 to cover 
municipal elections held in 
late spring.

Meanwhile, a Falmouth 
Democrat has filed a pro-
posal aimed at boosting turn-
out that would “require” all 
of the state’s nearly 5 million 
voters to cast a ballot in state 
elections.

Anyone who violates the 
rule would have a suggested 
$15 fee tacked onto their 
state tax bills.

Rep. Dylan Fernandes’ pro-
posal wouldn’t require voters 
to actually pick a candidate. 
Under the proposal, they 
could turn in a blank ballot.

“Nothing shall impede a 
voter’s right to complete and 
return a ballot that does not 
include any actual votes for 
candidates,” it states.

Lawmakers have until 
Feb. 19 to file bills for 

consideration in the upcom-
ing two-year legislative 
session.

Secretary of State Bill Gal-
vin, who oversees elections, 
supports expanded mail-in 
voting and is expected to 
submit his own proposal next 
legislative session.

Massachusetts was one of 
a number of states that tem-
porarily changed its laws 
to increase mail-in voting 
options and avoid crowding 
at the polls this year. Cities 
and towns also provided 14 
days of early voting, allow-
ing people to cast ballots in 
person.

Until this year, Massachu-
setts only allowed mail-in 
voting for absentee ballots. 
Voters needed an excuse, 
such as a disability, not to 
cast ballots in person.

But the state’s voters have 
enthusiastically embraced 
mail-in and early voting.

In the Sept. 1 state primary, 
about 814,000 ballots were 
cast by mail — more than 
47% of all votes.

That number jumped to 

more than 2.3 million mail-in 
votes for the Nov. 3 election, 
eclipsing the number of peo-
ple who actually showed up 
on Election Day.

Some cities and towns 
— including Newburyport, 
Andover, Ipswich, Rockport 
and Marblehead — broke 
records with between 40% 
and 50% of the ballots cast 
by mail.

Good government groups 
say early voting and mail 
balloting should become a 
permanent part of the state’s 
electoral system.

“We’re excited at the pros-
pect of making these voting 
expansions permanent,” said 
Geoff Foster, executive direc-
tor of Common Cause Mas-
sachusetts. “Not only were 
they very safe, but they also 
increased voter turn out, and 
all of that makes democracy 
stronger.”

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. Email him at 
cwade@cnhi.com

MAIL
 � Continued from Page 1

“The young adults we 
serve were in need of food 
assistance, so we started 
doing hybrid grocery boxes 
that included prepared 
meals to get these families 
through the early days of 
COVID,” said Austin, who 
has worked for three years 
at UTEC, an organization 
with a mission of discour-
aging young people from 
joining gangs by offering 
them productive work and 
education such as food ser-
vice jobs and training. “It 
was wildly successful and 
we found out we were really 
good at it.

“It served a bunch of dif-
ferent purposes: It kept 
people fed with nutritious, 
culturally-appropriate 
meals, but it was also keep-
ing people safe so that they 
weren’t jumping into a car 
with four other people or 
another family to go to Mar-
ket Basket,” he said.

In July, Madd Love Meals 
began serving residents in 
cities that include Haverhill. 
Since that time, UTEC staff 
members have cooked and 
delivered between 1,200 and 
1,800 meals each week to 
Haverhill residents, Austin 
said.

Croteau said Haverhill 
organizations working with 
Madd Love Meals include 
Emmaus, which operates 
homeless shelters; Com-
munity Action; the Council 
on Aging; and Leaving the 
Streets Ministries. Staff 
members at Cafe UTEC 
package the boxes and dis-
tribute them weekly to the 
community organizations, 
which then identify resi-
dents who need food.

Denise Arnold, volunteer 
and gifts-in-kind manager 
at Emmaus, said most of the 
meal boxes received by her 
organization go to families 
with small children or indi-
viduals who have no trans-
portation to pick up their 
own groceries.

“These boxes have been a 
lifeline at providing healthy, 
nutritious meals, espe-
cially during the continu-
ing COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Arnold said.

UTEC is also piloting 
the program in other cit-
ies across the Merrimack 

Valley, and in some cases, 
distributes up to 2,500 meals 
each week.

Typical boxes can feed a 
single person for an entire 
week, Austin said. In addi-
tion to pantry staples like 
milk, pasta and cereal, 
each box also comes with 
one or two prepared meals. 
Recently, a hearty, heat-and-
eat chicken and risotto dish 
was included.

“We’re trying to make 
meals that are geared 
toward adult stomachs and 
adult palates,” said Austin, 
who aims to fill the gap 
for local people unable to 
receive food from school-
based meal programs or 
food banks. “We’re using 
wholesome ingredients 
and cooking from scratch. 
Everything is super 
healthy.”

In addition to being 
packed with UTEC’s signa-
ture — “madd love” — each 
box is customized with 
items unique to the commu-
nity it serves.

“The Council on Aging in 
Haverhill has clients who are 
mostly Latino, so those foods 
are ones Latinos recognize: 
Sweet potatoes and the same 
fresh fruits and veggies they 
stock in their kitchens,” Aus-
tin said. “We want to make 
sure people have food they’re 
comfortable with and used to 
eating.”

Funded in large part 
through CARES Act 
money from Mayor James 
Fiorentini and donations 

from businesses including 
Pentucket Bank and Cedars 
Foods, the program has ben-
efits beyond the kitchen.

“The young adults work-
ing with us are getting 
experience making real 
food,” Austin said. “They’re 
not slapping together 2,000 

peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches or dealing 
cheese out on bread. As 
the youth learn about food 
insecurity, it makes what 
they do much more tangible. 
It’s making food you love for 
people like you — and that’s 
such important work.”

DELIVERY
 � Continued from Page 1

lone dissenting vote, while 
Councilor Michael McG-
onagle abstained due to a 
conflict of interest. Up until 
last week, McGonagle was 
landlord of the former Sea-
food Etc. restaurant building 
on Amesbury Road where a 
local group known as Mel-
low Fellows plans to open a 
cannabis shop. McGonagle 
sold the property for $1.35 
million on Jan. 20.

Since Kupris received the 
special permit for her shop 
from the City Council, she 
has been joined by business 
partner Michaela Ristuc-
cia, who serves as company 
president of Full Harvest 
Moonz.

A former dental hygienist, 
Ristuccia said she left her 
career in health care shortly 
after she began volunteer-
ing at  Sanctuary Medici-
nals marijuana shop in New 
Hampshire in 2016. Ristuc-
cia said she and Kupris met 
at the Sactuary  Medici-
nals cultivation facility and 
decided to branch out and 
open their own shop.

R i s t u c c i a  s a i d  s h e 
hopes locals are attracted to 
Full Harvest Moonz by the 
background she and Kupris 
share of appreciating the 
healing and holistic proper-
ties of cannabis.

“Janet has a big back-
ground in holistic health and 
I’m also a Reiki master,’’ Ris-
tuccia said. “We both believe 
cannabis is a healing tool 
and we’re really excited to 
bring those spiritual, holistic 
elements into the space.’’

Reiki is a form of alter-
native therapy commonly 
known as energy healing. 

It comes from the Far East 
and is said to involve the 
transfer of energy from a 
practitioner’s palms to their 
patient.

Shoppers at Full Harvest 
can expect to learn much 
about cannabis when shop-
ping there, Kupris said, 
explaining the shop’s staff 
will strive to make sure 
customers are choosing 
the product that is right for 
them.

“Whenever I meet some-
one who finds I’m in the 
cannabis industry, the first 
thing they’ll tell me is ‘so-
and-so gave me a gummy,’’’ 
Kupris said.

“The first thing I ask is 
how many milligrams it is. 
They’ll have no idea,” she 
said, referring to the key 
ingredient of tetrahydro-
cannabinol, or THC, in any 
particular product. “It’s 
really important that people 
understand cannabis and 
the dosages and the method 
of delivery. That’s going to 
be at the forefront of what 
we pride ourselves on.”

Two other retail mari-
juana shops are open in 
Haverhill. In May 2020, a 
shop named Stem at 124 
Washington St., was the first 
to open. The second shop to 
open was CNA Stores at 558 
River St., which began oper-
ating in November. The City 
Council has also granted a 
permit to the Mellow Fellows 
shop to open on Amesbury 
Road, but that business is 
waiting for its final state 
license approval.

Up to six marijuana shop 
licenses may be granted in 
Haverhill. According to state 
law, the number of licenses 
in a community is based on a 
percentage of the number of 
package stores it has.

POT
 � Continued from Page 1

Courtesy photo
Full Harvest Moonz plans to open this retail marijuana shop 
for business at the Haverhill-Plaistow line in February.

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
This lemon pepper chicken salad with chips and feta cheese is among the meals made by the 
UTEC Cafe in Lowell for delivery to people in need. 

UTEC Cafe chef David Eibelbach packages a brown rice dish 
while preparing meals for delivery.

one plus is they will be able 
to offer takeout or a dine-in 
experience, Jeff said.

The brothers got the idea 
to start the restaurant as Jeff 
walked out of Starbucks in 
fall 2019 just after the space 
was vacated.

He had been in the res-
taurant business for over 
30 years, owning Hot Toma-
toes in Boston and work-
ing in other restaurants. As 
Jeff moved to Andover, he 
brought up the idea of run-
ning a restaurant with his 
brother.

David, who has lived in 
the area for eight years, said 
Andover needed a family-
friendly pizza and craft beer 
spot. He drew inspiration for 
the Main Street restaurant 
from one of his family’s favor-
ite après ski pizza places in 
Vermont.

When Pazzo was opened 
to full capacity, the brothers 
saw younger families eating 
dinner early. Then, families 
with older children would 
come in to grab a bite after 
practice. Then, they would 

see more couples at the end 
of the night, David said.

Both brothers are excited 
to have a family-friendly 
spot in the downtown that 
offers something differ-
ent than higher-end restau-
rants, they said. And their 
own families have been help-
ing with the restaurant dur-
ing the pandemic.

Jeff’s two 17-year-old 
daughters waited tables in 

the summer when there was 
outdoor seating, and David’s 
14-year-old daughter will 
start busing tables when the 
restaurant can reopen for 
dine in. Jeff expects that to 
be when Gov. Charlie Baker 
allows 50% capacity.

In the meantime, they are 
making it through the winter 
and hoping more Andover 
teachers and school staff 
members stop in for a free 

pizza.
“One night where you don’t 

have to think about making 
yourself dinner, it’s one night 
of calmness,” David said.

With the pandemic, “every-
thing we built came crashing 
down. But we aren’t the only 
ones,” David said. “Andover’s 
restaurant industry and the 
national restaurant industry 
have it hard … we are in an 
unfortunate but good club.”

PIZZA
 � Continued from Page 1

DANVILLE — A fire caused 
extensive damage on Sunday 
to a home at 43 Sweet St.

The entire residence and 
garage were engulfed in 
flames, according to the 
Police Department.

Several area fire depart-
ments responded to the blaze, 
which was reported about 
4:45 p.m.

The residents were safely 
evacuated and no injuries 
were reported. 

Fire hits Danville 
home, garage

David, 
left, 
and Jeff 
Malloy 
co-own 
Pazzo 
Pizza 
on Main 
Street in 
Andover.

MADELINE 
HUGHES/ 
Staff photo
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