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            Climate Action conversation         
chelMsford    »   Chelmsford Public 
Library and Chelmsford Climate 
Action Team are happy to bring 
you this special evening talk at 7 
p.m. today, titled “Massachusetts’s 
New State Climate Law and What it 

wealth since the landmark 2008 
Global Warming Solutions Act. 
With hundreds of statutory up-
dates and changes, it tackles a lot 
— everything from solar panels and 
offshore wind to new building 
codes and regulatory priorities for 
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Could Mean for Our Community” 
with Tim Cronin, state director of 
ClimateXChange.

The new law, “An Act Creating a 
Next Generation Roadmap for 
Massachusetts Climate Policy,” rep-
resents the most significant update 
to climate policy in the Common-

er’s license, police said.
Lopez was transported to the 

Concord Barracks for booking. A 
bail commissioner was contact-
ed and set bail at $5,000.

He is currently awaiting ar-
raignment at Lowell District 
Court on charges of: unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle; as-
sault with a dangerous weapon; 
illegal possession of a firearm; 
possession of a large capacity 
feeding device; possession of a 
firearm without FID card; and 
possession of ammunition with-
out an FID card.

Tuesday.
Lopez was located by Trooper 

Scott Gallant while traveling 
northbound on Route 3 in Biller-
ica. The vehicle was stopped 
without incident and Trooper 
Robert Thompson soon arrived 
for assistance, police said.

According to police, Gallant 
located a loaded .40-caliber 
Smith & Wesson handgun under 
the driver’s seat. Police said Lo-
pez does not possess a license to 
carry firearms and was subse-
quently placed under arrest. Lo-
pez also does not possess a driv-

               by Jacob Vitali            
               jvitali@lowellsun.com            

billerica  »  State Police arrested 
a 22-year-old Lowell man on 
Tuesday after he allegedly point-
ed a gun at a driver on Interstate 
95 in a road rage incident.

According to State Police, 
Javier Lopez, of Lowell, was 
driving northbound on I-95 in 
Lexington and pointed a pistol 
outside of his red Ford Focus. 
The driver of the vehicle Lopez 
allegedly pointed the weapon at 
called 911 shortly after 3 p.m. 

Lowell man allegedly pointed gun at driver
inTersTaTe 95

COurtesy massaChusetts state pOLiCe

according to state police, a loaded .40-caliber smith & Wesson hand-
gun was located under the driver’s seat of a car driven by Javier Lopez of 
Lowell on tuesday afternoon.

loWell

staff report

loWell  »  A well-known and re-
spected Lowell nonprofit fea-
tures prominently in a new ini-
tiative created by the New 
England Patriots Foundation 
and Bank of America designed 
to build deeper relationships 
with the agencies and the pop-
ulations they serve.

The new program is called 

“Community Captains.” It was 
launched last week at Gillette 
Stadium and includes Lowell’s 
own UTEC.

The Patriots Foundation and 
Bank of America hand-selected 
each of the nonprofit organiza-
tions, which, besides UTEC, in-
cludes Abby’s House in 
Worcester; La Colaborativa in 
Chelsea; The Food Bank of 
Western Mass in Hatfield; 

Girls Inc. of the Valley in Holy-
oke; and Sojourner House in 
Providence, R.I.

Over the next two years, the 
Patriots Foundation and Bank 
of America will work closely 
with the six nonprofit organi-
zations. The goal of the pro-
gram is to establish a deeper 
understanding of the commu-
nity efforts of each and to help 
each charity serve their con-

stituents more effectively.
A total of $300,000 in dona-

tions will be granted to the 
Community Captains — 
$50,000 for each organization. 
In addition to financial sup-
port, each of the nonprofits 
will receive in-kind donations, 
visits from the Patriots Foun-
dation and Bank of America, 
access to additional support, 

uTec » 4a

Patriots Foundation picks 
UTEC as ‘Community Captain’

COurtesy uteC

Celebrating at Gillette stadium on sept. 8 were, from left, desiree thornton, uteC young adult; Carlos Collazo, uteC streetworker; Filix 
Nieves, uteC young adult; armando melo, uteC young adult; Francellis Quinones, organizing program manager; Will Vilas-Novas, director of 
workforce development; and Gregg Croteau, chief executive officer.

               by Prudence brighton            
               Correspondent            

dracuT  »  The fire department 
will have a new fire chief effec-
tive Sept. 30 after the Board of 
Selectmen unanimously con-
firmed current Deputy Chief 
Richard Patterson to the posi-
tion.

Town Manager Ann Vandal 
recommended Patterson for the 
position at Tuesday night’s se-
lectmen’s meeting.

Patterson, who has served as 
deputy chief for two decades, 
was selected from among three 
candidates after completion of 
an “assessment center” and a se-
ries of interviews.

An assessment center pres-
ents candidates with challenges 
that include role modeling, 
group exercises, emergency 
simulations and oral presenta-
tions.

Candidates then had one-on-
one interviews with Vandal, As-
sistant Town Manager Victor 
Garafolo, Human Resources Di-
rector Christine Lindberg and 
Pelham, N.H., Fire Chief James 
Midgley, who is a Dracut resi-
dent. All agreed on Patterson.

“He has the education, work 
history and the ability to com-
municate,” Vandal said. She also 
cited his “strategic vision” and 
commitment to the highest 
standards of professionalism.

Retired Fire Chief Joe DiRoc-
co, now a selectman, said, “I rec-
ommend him too. I think he’ll 
be a great one (fire chief ) and I 
look forward to working with 
him.”

DiRocco said he felt honored 
by the appointment because he 
“had a role” in Patterson’s hiring 
as a firefighter. He also praised 
the other contenders for the po-
sition, Deputy Chief Tom Mack-
ey and Capt. Alex Voulgaris, 
both of whom he also helped to 
hire.

“They are the cream of the 
crop,” DiRocco said of all three 
men.

Retired Police Lt. Tony 
Archinski, also now a select-
man, speaking to the town man-
ager, said,  “Ann, this is one of 
the biggest appointments you’ll 
make. I would certainly not 
want to take that power away 
from you. We’re here basically to 
strengthen what you want to do. 
Rich has been around for 20 
years, so I’m happy with the ap-
pointment as well.”

Patterson is a lifelong Dracut 
resident who was appointed a 
call-firefighter with the Dracut 
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dracuT

New fire 
chief 
confirmed

The five Minute read

               by Jacob Vitali            
               jvitali@lowellsun.com            

TeWksbury  »  Tewksbury Po-
lice arrested two men on drug 
trafficking charges Sunday af-
ternoon in the Walmart park-
ing lot at 333 Main St.

Police arrested 45-year-old 
Jamie Simard, of Lowell, for 
trafficking a Class A substance 
(fentanyl) over 10 grams, pos-

session of a Class B substance 
(crack cocaine) subsequent of-
fense, possession of counter-

feit notes, an active warrant 
(stalking) and OUI drugs.

Police also arrested 40-year-
old Joe Khabbaz, of Tewks-
bury, for trafficking a Class A 
substance (fentanyl) over 10 
grams, 2 counts of possession 
of a Class B substance (crack 
cocaine) subsequent offense, 
possession of counterfeit 
notes, and a warrant and re-
sisting arrest.

According to police, officers 
responded to a report of a sus-
picious vehicle in the Walmart 
parking lot around 4:20 p.m. 
Upon arrival officers noticed 
both men to be impaired. They 
also said they saw “numerous” 
items “which appeared to be 
drug paraphernalia.”

Police documents obtained 
by The Sun indicate there were 
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Two men arrested on drug trafficking charges
TeWksbury

Khabbaz Simard
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including Bank of Ameri-
ca’s Better Money Habits 
program, and much more.

“It was my first time at 
Gillette Stadium, and it 
was an amazing experi-
ence!! I felt really proud to 
be a part of the group be-
ing recognized for their 
work in the community,” 
said Armando Melo, a 
UTEC young adult.

“We are thrilled that 
UTEC has been selected as 

UTEC
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a Community Captain by 
the Patriots and Bank of 
America, who have each 
been incredible uplifters 
of our communities,” said 
UTEC CEO Gregg Croteau. 
“Our young adults work 
hard to show up everyday 
and work toward their 
goals, and we really appre-
ciate this investment in 
their future.”

“We are excited to 
launch this new charitable 
initiative with our great 
partners at Bank of Ameri-
ca,” said Josh Kraft, New 
England Patriots Founda-
tion president. “We are all 

about building stronger 
communities, so we are 
excited to join forces with 
these six grassroots orga-
nizations and support the 
essential programs they 
provide to thousands of 
individuals across New 
England.”

“The nonprofit organi-
zations supported by this 
new initiative are doing vi-
tal work in the communi-
ty. The positive impact 
they have on the people 
and families they serve is 
extraordinary,” said 
Miceal Chamberlain, pres-
ident at Bank of America 

Massachusetts. “Together 
with the Patriots Founda-
tion, our goal is to provide 
them with the tools and 
resources they need to 
succeed at a time when the 
demand placed on non-
profits throughout the re-
gion has greatly in-
creased.”

Staff and board mem-
bers from each of the six 
organizations attended a 
special kickoff event at 
Gillette Stadium on Sept. 
8. The presentation was 
led by Kraft  and Cham-
berlain. Of course, UTEC 
was well represented.

state agencies.
Cronin is the state direc-

tor of ClimateXChange, 
leading CXC’s advocacy, 
policy and coalitions work 
in Massachusetts. He also 
tracks climate legislation 
and supports state re-
search deployment. He’s 
the co-author of “MA Cli-
mate Roundup,” a weekly 
e-newsletter featuring 
analysis on climate, clean 
energy and environmental 
policy in Massachusetts. 
You may register at https://
chelmsfordlibrary. l ib-
cal.com/event/7922542.

            LELWD to begin 
water main flushing 
Monday         
LITTLETON  »  The Littleton 
Electric Light and Water 
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Departments will begin 
flushing the water main 
distribution system 
throughout town begin-
ning Monday. LELWD is 
asking water consumers to 
prepare for the possibility 
of periods of temporarily 
discolored water during 
the flushing process.

Historically, LELWD 
flushes the water mains ev-
ery year to limit the build-
up of iron and manganese 
that flows from the unfil-
tered well sites. However, 
reduced pumping capacity 
caused by drought condi-
tions and the shutdown of 
the Spectacle Pond 
well due to PFAS contami-
nation necessitated a halt 
to flushing for the past 30 
months.

The iron and manganese 
sediment poses no danger 
to human health; however, 
it can taste unpleasant and 
stain laundry and fixtures. 

While in previous years, 
LELWD could predict 
which areas of town would 
be impacted by flushing on 
any given day, the impacts 
may be less predictable 
this year due to the extend-
ed time between system 
flushing. However, the fol-
lowing streets will be 
flushed first and will be 
impacted the most for the 
first two weeks of the pro-
gram, starting Monday: 
Harvard Road, Sanderson 
Road, Oak Hill Road, 
Whitcomb Avenue, Taylor 
Street, Porter Road, Foster 
Street between Taylor and 
Harwood, Harwood Ave-
nue between Foster and 
King, and side streets off 
of the main roads listed 
above.

LELWD understands 
this is an inconvenience 
for consumers and sug-
gests taking these steps to 
prepare for and manage 
discolored water: Run the 
tap closest to the water 
meter (usually in the base-
ment or a first-floor sink) 
to see if it is clear to avoid 
pulling sediment into the 
building’s pipes and appli-
ances attached to the wa-
ter system, such as dish-
washers and hot 
water heaters. Run a cold 
tap for 10 minutes until 
the discolored water runs 
clear. If sediment remains, 
wait an hour or two and 
repeat the process. Con-
sider setting aside clear 
water in pitchers or pots 
for use during periods 
of discolored water.

“With the completion of 
the Whitcomb Ave well re-
placement and the heavy 
rains this summer, there 
has been less demand on 
the water supply, and we 
are confident we can per-
form this required mainte-
nance while meeting cus-
tomer demand. 
We understand discolored 

water is an inconvenience, 
but it is a temporary con-
dition that will lead to a 
higher quality of water,’’ 
said LELWD General Man-
ager Nick Lawler.

Flushing the entire sys-
tem may take four to six 
weeks. For more informa-
tion, call 978-540-2222.

            Electronics and more 
collection planned          
WESTFORD  »  The Westford 
Recycling Commission 
welcomes residents to an 
electronics collection from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sept. 25 at 
the Highway Garage at 28 
North St. It will feature the 
successful traffic flow re-
designed for the Novem-
ber 2020 event featuring 
50% greater throughput 
with 3 drop-off stations.

This is a fee-based col-
lection. The town utilizes 
the services of Northeast 
Materials Handling of 
Ayer. Cash or check only — 
checks must be made out 
to “Northeast Material 
Handling, Inc.” The town 
receives no proceeds from 
this event.

For traffic safety rea-
sons, entry to the access 
road off of North Street 
will not be allowed until 
8:45 a.m. Residents arriv-
ing prior to 8:45 will be 
turned away. Residents are 
required to stay in their 
vehicles and wear masks. 
The Northeast Materials’ 
staff will take the items 
from the vehicle for them 
and collect fees from the 
driver’s side window.

Toy plastics are not ac-
cepted.  For a list of accept-
able items, some free and 
some chargeable, visit 
www.westfordma.gov/re-
cycling. If you have any 
questions about what is 
acceptable, call 978-772-
4545 or email Fran-
c i n e @ l i q u i d a t e d -
stuff.com.

An emotional Nangle 
offered numerous apolo-
gies to the judge, the 
court, the government, his 
former legislative col-
leagues and his family and 
friends, many of whom 
were in the courtroom.

Some of them began to 
cry when he apologized 
for the “pain, embarrass-
ment and shame” he’d 
brought to them, saying it 
was “something I’ll deal 
with and live with for the 
rest of my life.”

“I’d also like to publicly 
apologize to my constitu-
ents and my beloved city 
of Lowell,” Nangle said, 
noting that they put their 
faith and trust in him for 
22 years, “and I let them 
down.”

He said his office used 
to take pride in helping all 
constituents who reached 
out for assistance, no mat-
ter the issue.

“The truth of matter 
was, I needed help, and I 
realize that now,” Nangle 
said, adding that he wants 
to become a better person 
and hopes to help prevent 
others from going down 
the same road.

Nangle, who served as 
state representative for 
the 17th Middlesex Dis-
trict for 11 terms until he 
was unseated by Vanna 
Howard in last year’s 
Democratic primary, was 
indicted in February 2020 
on 28 federal corruption 
charges.

On Feb. 24 this year,  he 
pleaded guilty to 10 counts 
of wire fraud, four counts 
of bank fraud, four counts 
of making false state-

Nangle
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ments to a bank and five 
counts of filing false tax 
returns. His original 
charges included an addi-
tional five counts of mak-
ing false statements to a 
bank, but the charges were 
consolidated as part of a 
plea agreement.

At the sentencing, Lep-
ore painted a picture of a 
man who’d lived the vast 
majority of his life doing 
good for his constituents 
and the community, only 
to be undone by a gam-
bling addiction.

“I can tell you David 
Nangle has suffered, al-
ready, substantially,” Lep-
ore said. “He lost the job 
that was his life. He lost 
the respect of people he 
cares about. He’s taken a 
blow to his integrity — all 
of which he wants to work 
to have repaired and have 
everyone understand why 
he’s in the position he’s 
in.”

Despite his actions, 
Lepore said many of Nan-
gle’s relatives, friends and 
constituents came for-
ward to write letters of 
support and to demon-
strate evidence of his good 
character.

One such letter was 
from Steven Panagiotakos, 
the former state senator 
from Lowell for whom 
Nangle previously 
worked.

“Your Honor, his ac-
tions, which have brought 
him before you, are seri-
ous and he is taking re-
sponsibility for them, but 
they do not define the per-
son that is before you,” Pa-
nagiotakos wrote. “They 
certainly are now a part of 
that definition, but the 
good that has been his life 
for 60 years and the good 
that he has brought into 

the lives of countless oth-
ers over that time, is cer-
tainly a much greater part 
of the person you have be-
fore you.”

But according to Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Dustin 
Chao, Nangle lied over 
and over to all of these 
people, stealing the mon-
ey that hardworking Low-
ellians donated to his 
campaign and even plac-
ing blame on some of his 
family members as excus-
es for his bad credit.

“While Mr. Nangle was 
getting tremendous kind-
ness, affection and sup-
port from these good peo-
ple, he was lying to them,” 
Chao said. “He was steal-
ing from them and he was 
cheating time and time 
again.”

Chao said one of the 
worst byproducts of ad-
diction is impulsive be-
havior that can lead to 
criminal activities. How-
ever, the federal investiga-
tion into Nangle showed 
that his illegal actions — 
including obstructing the 
grand jury investigation 
by drafting a phony con-
sulting contract to explain 
the payments from the Bil-
lerica business owner and 
coordinating cash pay-
ments through strawmen 
— were not products of 
impulsive behavior, Chao 
said.

“They were methodical, 
calculated and achieved 
with concentrated plan-
ning,” Chao said.

Zobel said she under-
stood Nangle’s gambling 
addiction was at the heart 
of his illegal acts and that 
the 27 letters in support of 
Nangle persuaded her that 
he was a kind and caring 
man who had done good 
things for people in the 

community.
“But he did violate our 

collective norms, and that 
impacts all of us,” Zobel 
said. “The sentence should 
be based on his illegal con-
duct, not just his goodness 
and helpfulness to other 
people.”

The 15-month sentence 
she chose for Nangle was 
the low end of the 15- to 
21-month sentencing 
guidelines as calculated by 
the U.S. Probation Office 
based on his total offense 
level and criminal history.

Nangle is to report to 
the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons before noon on Nov. 1 
to begin his sentence. A 
court clerk said it would 
take about six weeks to 
designate the prison 
where he will serve his 
sentence.

Nangle was given the 
option to wait until after 
Thanksgiving or Christ-
mas, but decided he want-
ed to begin at the earliest 
possible date.

The defense requested 
Nangle serve his sentence 
at the federal prison in 
Devens, which Zobel said 
she would recommend but 
could not guarantee.

Zobel also placed a 
number of conditions on 
Nangle, prohibiting him 
from frequenting gam-
bling establishments, par-
ticipating in gambling ac-
tivities in any form or 
engaging in any occupa-
tion requiring handling of 
funds belonging to anoth-
er, and ordered him to at-
tend a gambling-specific 
treatment program.

Several of Nangle’s 
friends and family mem-
bers declined to comment 
when approached by a re-
porter outside the court-
room.
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