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partners to highlight fed-
erally supported programs 
with a proven track record 
of reducing youth recidi-
vism and addressing gun 
violence in Lowell, Law-
rence and Haverhill.

“I’m grateful for the op-
portunity to show Secre-
tary Becerra the incredible 
work being done at UTEC 
each day to improve the 
lives of children and young 
adults across the region,” 
Trahan said. “It’s thanks to 
their ongoing efforts that 
have persisted through the 
pandemic, as well as ro-
bust federal investments, 
that hundreds of at-risk 
young adults remain on 
track to achieving employ-
ment or graduating with 
their degree. It’s hearten-
ing to know that we have a 
champion for organiza-
tions like UTEC in Secre-
tary Becerra leading the 
Department largely re-
sponsible for those invest-
ments, and I look forward 
to partnering with him on 
a number of initiatives in 
the future.”

“I applaud organizations 
like UTEC that bring com-
munities together and help 
nurture tomorrow’s lead-
ers,” Becerra said. “They’re 
fighting poverty and preju-
dice with hope and oppor-
tunity. We will continue to 
support such programs 
that enrich the lives of 
young people and help our 
nation build back better. 
There is no greater invest-
ment in our nation’s future, 
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our public health, and our 
economic prosperity.”

Originally founded by 
young people in 1999 as the 
“United Teen Equality Cen-
ter” to address gang vio-
lence in Lowell, UTEC has 
expanded dramatically to 
break a number of barriers 
young adults and their 
children face throughout 
the Merrimack Valley.

In addition to offering 
child care and special en-
richment services, the or-

ganization has prioritized 
reducing young adult re-
cidivism rates in the com-
munities they serve 
through a number of pro-
grams and initiatives, in-
cluding streetworker out-
reach, correctional facility 
inreach, transitional 
coaching, workforce devel-
opment, mental health ser-
vices, gun violence preven-
tion training, and more.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Secretary Becerra to 
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Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra visits 
UTEC to discuss reducing recidivism and supporting youth 
with local leaders on Tuesday.

UTEC alongside Congress-
woman Trahan, Secretary 
Sudders, and other city and 
state leaders,” said Gregg 
Croteau, UTEC CEO.  “We 
couldn’t be more proud of 
the work our young adults 
do on a daily basis. As we 
firmly believe in the impor-
tance of centering young 
adults in conversations re-
garding the policies im-
pacting their success, it is 
an honor to have the high-
est human services official 
in the country join us. And 
we are beyond appreciative 
for the many partnerships 
that have solidified this re-
gion as a true innovator in 
best serving young adults 
as they pursue social and 
economic success.”

Last year, UTEC served 
168 young adults through 
its intensive enrollment 
program and another 600 

individuals through its 
streetworker and commu-
nity outreach and violence 
intervention efforts.

All of those served were 
from low-income families 
and an overwhelming ma-
jority met high risk factors 
that include a previous 
criminal record, gang in-
volvement, lack of a high 
school credential, and ex-
pecting or already parent-
ing children.

Despite those challeng-
es, more than four out of 
every five participants had 
no new arrests and main-
tained employment or en-
rolled in postsecondary ed-
ucation.

Additionally, since July 
2020, UTEC repurposed its 
catering and events social 
enterprise to deliver free, 
nutritious meals to indi-
viduals, families, and se-

niors facing food insecuri-
ty across the region. To 
date, UTEC has partnered 
with local partners across 
the Merrimack Valley to 
deliver more than 100,000 
meals.

UTEC has been the re-
cipient of multiple federal 
grants to support the many 
programs offered at its 
sites, including $156,000 
in funding last fiscal year 
for its child care facility 
from the HHS’s Office of 
Head Start through a part-
nership with Community 
Teamwork Inc., a $700,000 
HHS economic develop-
ment grant to create em-
ployment and business op-
portunities for low-income 
families and individuals, 
and a $750,000 Depart-
ment of Justice grant to 
bolster their recidivism re-
duction efforts.

Health and Human Services secretary Xavier Becerra visits UTEC with U.S. Rep. Lori 
Trahan, to discuss reducing recidivism and supporting youth with local leaders. From left, 
streetworker Paul Chaleunphong, Armando Melo, Trahan, Becerra, Jovi Cruz, Felix Nieves 
and Miguel Jackson pose for a photo.

walking on the tracks and 
was unaware of the ap-
proaching train, Police 
Chief James Spinney re-
ported in a press release 
from the Chelmsford Po-
lice Department.

“The patient reportedly 
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was walking the tracks 
and may have had head-
phones on,” Ryan said.

The incident remains 
under investigation by the 
Chelmsford Police, the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board and the Fed-
eral Railroad Administra-
tion.

            Follow Aaron Curtis on 
Twitter @aselahcurtis         

School and the value of the 
two-in-one education mod-
el,” said Director of Tech-
nology, Enrollment, and 
Information Lisa Martinez, 
who led the comprehen-
sive development of the 
logo.

The new logo features a 
crest that recognizes both 
the long tradition of tech-
nical education at the 
school and some of the 
contemporary programs 
offered to students. It in-
cludes icons representing 
academic excellence, glob-
al student diversity, tradi-
tional trade education, 
newer technical programs 
in health and medical as-
sisting, technology and in-
novation. Perched on top 
of the crest is the school’s 
mascot, the Gryphon.

The development of the 
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logo took almost 14 months 
to complete. To capture the 
authentic essence of the 
school, Martinez partnered 
with brand strategist Chris 
Langathianos of Brandigo 
Global to conduct competi-
tive research, survey stu-
dents and faculty and con-
duct one-on-one 
interviews with students, 
parents and faculty.

“When we started this 
project, we wanted it to be 
inclusive of students, fac-
ulty and parents. We heard 
from cross-sections of all 

those groups,” Martinez 
said. “Because of that, we 
are not only excited about 
our updated brand, but we 
are proud of the level of in-
clusion and involvement 
the entire school commu-
nity had in making it a re-
ality.”

In addition to develop-
ing the new logo, a new 
value statement was creat-
ed: “Greater Lowell Tech-
nical High School nurtures 
and builds upon the 
unique strengths of young 
adults to help them exceed 

their greatest expectations. 
Whether it’s college or ca-
reer, GLTHS prepares stu-
dents to excel as global citi-
zens.”

The District School 
Committee approved the 
new logo in the spring, but 
the updated branding was 
delayed to coincide with 
the upcoming 2021-2022 
school year. The new logo 
will immediately begin to 
be used throughout the 
school, on its website, so-
cial media and all branded 
materials.

COURTESY GREATER LOWELL TECH

Greater Lowell Technical High School has unveiled a new logo and updated messaging. 

through the work area. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and 
subject to change without 
notice.

This work is part of a $35 
million transportation im-
provement project in Bed-
ford and Billerica and is 
currently scheduled to be 
completed in 2023.
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            Old Dominion Freight 
Line to host job fair in 
Dracut on Saturday         
DRACUT  »  Old Dominion 
Freight Line, one of the 
largest less-than-truckload 
carriers in North America, 
is hosting an in-person job 
fair at one of its Boston-ar-
ea service centers, located 
in Dracut, to hire 15 full-
time employees.

The job fair will take 
place from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday at 33 Silva Lane 

in Dracut.
Old Dominion’s open-

ings are to accommodate 
business growth in the re-
gion. Management will 
host interviews and make 
hiring decisions onsite. 
The open positions include 
local pickup and delivery 
drivers and line haul driv-
ers with the average pay 
ranging from $73,000 to 
$98,000 annually. Hourly 
pay for forklift operator po-
sitions starts at $22 per 
hour. Interested applicants 

can visit ODFLDrivers.com 
to learn more.

All attendees will be 
temperature checked upon 
arrival and should bring a 
physical copy of their re-
sume. Old Dominion asks 
all applicants to wear a 
mask, and interviews will 
be conducted following so-
cial distancing guidelines.

Potential applicants can 
park in the employee park-
ing lot in front of the ser-
vice center and check in 
with security.

CONTINUED FROM ... 

199 Plain St Unit 4,
Lowell, MA 01852

www.chinabuffetma.com

Delivery
Available

Open for dine in
and buffet to go,
DoorDash take out

delivery.

Open 7 Days a week for lunch and dinner. Or
if you prefer to dine in the comfort of your
own home, we offer takeout or delivery

through GrubHub and UberEats

207 Market Street, Lowell, MA 01852

978-458-7052

Why Fuss? Leave the Cooking to Us!
For more info follow us on Facebook or Twitter

and online at

www.atheniancorner.com

Greek & Middle Eastern Music is back
Saturday nights at 8pm

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Please contact your local Board of Health or Department
of Public Works for information on where to safely
dispose of these items.

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent
Lamps

Mercury Switches

keepmercuryfromrising.org
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and 4 p.m. on Saturday and Monday. 
These lane closures and detours are nec-
essary to allow crews to conduct road-
way paving operations safely and effec-
tively.

The following detours will be in place:
•Manning Road east of Middlesex 

Turnpike will be detoured to Lexington 
Road.

•Suburban Park Drive will be de-
toured to the secondary entrance.

•Middlesex Turnpike and the adjacent 
Subway Plaza will have access through 
alternating entrances.

Those traveling through the area 
should expect delays, reduce speed and 
use caution. Appropriate signage, law en-
forcement details and advanced message 
boards will be in place to guide drivers 

BRIEFS » 7A

            Nashua Valley Model Railroad 
Association announces annual fair         

The Nashua Valley Model Railroad As-
sociation’s 56th annual “Railfair 2021” 
model train show is rolling into the Box-
boro Regency Hotel Oct. 2-3, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.

Attractions include model railroad dis-
plays, layouts, exhibits, a new children’s 
“caboose corner” containing all sorts of 
fun for families and more than 35 model 
railroad dealers. Two-day admission is 
$8, and children under 12 are free. The 
Boxboro Regency Hotel is at 242 Adams 
Place in Boxboro.

The event is geared toward model rail-
roaders (new and experienced), families 
with children and anyone who enjoys 
trains or model railroading. Floor space 

The Five Minute Read

for this year’s fair was also expanded by 
more than 75% to accommodate new ex-
hibits. Among the new exhibits are a Dis-
neyland monorail layout featuring many 
popular characters, two interactive mod-
ular layouts where children can activate 
various scenes and “Operation Lifesaver” 
designed to promote railroad safety.

            Temporary lane closures on 
Middlesex Turnpike scheduled        
BILLERICA   »    The state Department of 
Transportation has announced daytime 
lane closures on sections of Middlesex 
Turnpike, Suburban Park Drive, Man-
ning Road and the Subway Plaza in Bill-
erica.

The daytime lane closures and detours 
will occur between the hours of 6 a.m. 

To submit events
Items promoting events should be 
submitted at least two weeks before the 
event. Items will be published as space 
is available. Publication cannot be 
guaranteed. Have an item you would like 
listed? Contact your community reporter:
Lowell: Alana Melanson, 
amelanson@lowellsun.com
Chelmsford, Westford and Littleton: 
Kaitlin Mulkerin, 
kmulkerin@lowellsun.com
Billerica, Tewksbury and Wilmington: 
Stefan Geller, sgeller@lowellsun.com
Dracut and Tyngsboro: 
Prudence Brighton, 
prudence.brighton6@gmail.com
Nashoba Valley: 
Jacob Vitali,  jvitali@lowellsun.com
Crime and public safety: 
Aaron Curtis, acurtis@lowellsun.com

COURTESY OF MIRANDA WARNING SYSTEM

A 17-year-old Chelmsford boy was airlifted to a Boston-area trauma center after he was hit by a train in the area of Drexel 
Drive on Wednesday.

at about 12:10 p.m., Fire 
Chief Gary Ryan said.

Emergency crews extri-
cated the youth who was 
treated on scene by para-
medics before he was air-
lifted to a Boston-area 
trauma center.

Ryan said the teen — 
who was not identified by 
authorities — “suffered 
several trauma injuries.”

An initial investigation 
indicates the teen was 
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               By Aaron Curtis            
               acurtis@lowellsun.com            

CHELMSFORD  »  A 17-year-
old Chelmsford boy suf-
fered serious injuries when 
he was struck by a train 
while walking the tracks in 
the area of Drexel Drive 
early Wednesday after-
noon, authorities say.

Emergency crews found 
the teen pinned under a 
rail car near the border of 
Westford and Chelmsford 

CHELMSFORD

Teen hit 
by train

ANDOVER

Submitted Article

LOWELL  »  Rep. Lori Trahan and 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Secretary Xavi-
er Becerra joined with UTEC 
leaders as well as state and local 
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LOWELL

Health 
official 
joins chat 
on gun 
violence
Hosted by 
UTEC leaders

COURTESY MARY LEACH / LOWELL SUN

Following a recent paddle on the Shawsheen River, members of the Shawsheen River Watershed Association were greeted by this giant bull-
frog at the Ballardvale Dam in Andover, which they affectionately named Jeremiah. Paddler Penny Leslie looked at the bullfrog in amazement.

NEW FRIENDNEW FRIEND

               By Alana Melanson            
               amelanson@lowellsun.com            

TYNGSBORO  »  Greater Lowell 
Technical High School has un-
veiled a new, modernized logo 
and updated messaging.

“Our logo included some ele-
ments that were obsolete and 
dated, so it was time for a brand 
evolution that truly represented 
Greater Lowell Technical High 
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TYNGSBORO

Greater 
Lowell 
Tech has 
new logo
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