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SPRING STORM

Winter
apparently
no longer just
a memory
New england » 2a

3-0 WIN

Swayman
notches first
shutout as
B’s blank Isles
Sports » 9a

MaSS SHOOTING

8 fatally
gunned down
at Indiana
FedEx facility
Nation » 4a

» PaGe 2a

WARMER
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Low:
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Yesterday’s question results (209 votes)

Should the Supreme Court be expanded?
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Today’s Question
in the wake of the Fedex mass
shooting, is it time for greater gun
control? Yes oR no
Vote at lowellsun.com

CHelMSFORd

14 police officers
receive honors
officers were honored at a
ceremony earlier this
month. Page 3a

NaTION

GOP trying to chip
away at early voting
Despite 7 in 10 americans
favoring it, Republicans are
trying to curtail it. Page 4a Yes no

By Robert Mills
rmills@lowellsun.com

lOWell » A 42-year-old man
was ordered held without bail
Friday as he was arraigned on
charges he poured vodka on a
campfire off Pevey Street in Low-
ell on Thursday afternoon and
then walked away without call-
ing for help as another homeless
man near the blaze was engulfed
in flames and fatally burned.

Eugene Newton, who was
found walking nearby shortly af-
ter the incident, was charged
with assault and battery with a
dangerous weapon causing seri-
ous bodily injury after emergen-
cy crews responded to the area of
85 Pevey St., about 3:18 p.m., and
found a man suffering from life-
threatening burns, according to
the Middlesex District Attorney’s
Office.

A police report filed in Lowell
FIRe » 8a

Cops: Suspect poured
vodka on campfire,
walked away from
burning victim

Man
held
without
bail in
fatal fire

lOWellMadd lOve MealS

By Barry Scanlon
Correspondent

lOWell » Durrell Mendes
says UTEC saved his life. Now
the 25-year-old is helping
change lives.

Founded in 1999 in response
to gang violence in Lowell,
UTEC says its mission is to “ig-
nite and nurture the ambition

of our most disconnected
young people to trade violence
and poverty for social and eco-
nomic success.”

Giving back to the communi-
ty furthers that mission.

A year ago, UTEC had to
UTeC » 8a

Agency’s culinary program helping the food insecure

UTEC hits meal milestone
with 75,000 delivered

Julia Malakie / lowell Sun

Cafe program manager kassandra Berzins of Manchester, n.H., walks lunch and dinner cartons from uTeC to element Care and the Recovery
Cafe for those organizations to distribute to individuals in need of a healthy meal through uTeC’s Madd love Meals program.

law enforcement
that the injuries
and burns that
(the victim) sur-
vived were not
going to be sur-
vivable,” Wiseman
said. “The victim,
nonetheless, is still alive right
now in critical condition in a

Held » 8a

the details of the horrific crime
— allegedly committed by Santos
Lebron De Los Santo — were laid
out by Assistant District Attor-
ney Suzanne Wiseman during a
virtual hearing.

Wiseman said the victim —

who has not been identified by
prosecutors — remains hospital-
ized in Boston after suffering
what medical personnel esti-
mate are burns covering approx-
imately 90% of her body.

“Medical personnel informed

deemed a threat to the alleged
victim and the community and
was ordered held without bail by
Judge Stacey Fortes during a 58A
dangerousness hearing in Lowell
District Court Friday.

Fortes made the decision after

By aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

lOWell » The Lowell man ac-
cused of dousing his wife in gas-
oline while she was in a bathtub
and then setting her on fire was

No bail set for suspect at dangerousness hearing

lOWell

Man accused of setting wife on fire held

De los
santo

NOW OPEN
MASSACHUSETTS’ PREMIER CANNABIS PROVIDER

Superior Quality Selection

GreenStarHerb.com
200 Beacham St, Chelsea, MA 02150

(June 2021)

Experience The Best

19 SCHOOL ST.
DRACUT, MA

CANNABIS
24 Main St, Maynard, MA 01754

NOW OPEN
(March 2021)

Marijuana is available under Massachusetts State Law, however it is illegal under Federal law, and Marijuana products may be purchased or possessed only by persons 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of
children. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of marijuana. This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.
There may be health risk associated with consumption of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-22-1222 Massachusetts State License No. MRN 282297 Maynard, MRN 282048 Dracut, MRN 282034

LOWELL — Durrell Mendes says 
UTEC saved his life. Now the 
25-year-old is helping change lives.

Founded in 1999 in response to gang 
violence in Lowell, UTEC says its 
mission is to “ignite and nurture the 
ambition of our most disconnected 
young people to trade violence and 
poverty for social and economic 
success.”

Giving back to the community fur-
thers that mission.

A year ago, UTEC had to close its 
cafe on Warren Street because of 
the pandemic. At a crossroads, the 
organization pivoted to a new food 
distribution mission, the Madd Love 
Meals program. The program has 
been a huge success.
CEO Gregg Croteau said UTEC re-

cently delivered its 75,000th meal.

“We know what we’re doing is mak-
ing a change and making a differ-
ence in the community,” Mendes 
said. “I just love being able to bring 
people healthy, fresh food to eat.”

Mendes helps prep, box and distrib-
ute food for needy members of the 
community. He knows not everyone

https://www.lowellsun.com/2021/04/16/utec-program-delivers-more-than-75000-meals/



is lucky enough to eat well every 
day. It wasn’t long ago he was one 
of those people. Without guidance, 
Mendes began to slip through the 
cracks.

“My life was rough,” he said. “I was 
in and out of jail.”

He joined UTEC eight years ago.

“UTEC has changed my life. UTEC 
is my family. I’ve met great people 
at UTEC. People that I think are 
family,” the gregarious Mendes said.

Mendes said the Madd Love Meals 
program has become his mission.

“It feels great. It’s one of the best 
feelings. Hopefully what we’re 
doing in the community is helping 
families,” he said.

Once he had no dreams. Now 
Mendes is proud to say he’ll soon 
begin taking classes at Middlesex 
Community College in hopes of 
becoming a dental assistant.

“He’s the real deal,” Croteau said.

UTEC members are heavily in-
volved with the Madd Love Meals 
program, packing up boxes, mak-
ing sandwiches, delivering the food 
and, in some cases, cooking.

“We’re very proud of the work that 
we’re doing here and very proud of 
the young adults,” Croteau said. “It’s 

inspiring.”

Within a two-week span last 
March, UTEC got hit with a dou-
ble whammy. First, Lowell District 
Court moved out of the neighbor-
hood, a big loss for the UTEC Cafe. 
Then the pandemic hit. Two weeks 
later, however, UTEC rallied. The 
organization was determined that 
its Culinary Education program 
would not be dropped. The Madd 
Love Meals program was born. 
UTEC was going to be a distributor 
of healthy food.

Now, 75,000 meals later, UTEC 
is excited about its future and the 
difference it can make in the Merri-
mack Valley.

“It brings a smile, for sure,” Croteau 
said of the milestone. “It’s a lot of 
meals. The need is huge.”

UTEC was able to create the Madd 
Love Meals program thanks to 
funding from the city of Lowell and 
the Greater Lowell Community 
Foundation.

“UTEC has demonstrated an im-
pressive adaptability since the ear-

liest days of the COVID-19 crisis 
and has succeeded in reimagining 
its services to support the evolving 
needs of the community,” said Low-
ell City Manager Eileen Donoghue. 
“UTEC’s work to deliver thousands 
of healthy, nutritious meals every 
week through the Madd Love Meals 
program is a remarkable example of 
how the organization has stepped 
up during this challenging time.”

“Through the GLCF COVID-19 
Emergency Response Fund, the 
foundation has continued support 
of UTEC’s culinary workforce pro-
gram for young adults throughout 
the pandemic,” said Jay Linnehan, 
GLCF president & CEO. “GLCF 
funded a Madd Love Meals pro-
gram expansion to provide meal 
delivery to food-insecure seniors 
in Dracut and Tyngsboro through 
the Councils on Aging. We are 
proud to partner with UTEC on ad-
dressing food insecurity in Greater 
Lowell.”

Recently, UTEC, which also has 
offices in Lawrence and Haverhill, 
received a grant from the Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs to purchase two
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refrigerated vans. Instead of rent-
ing, UTEC will soon have the vans 
at its disposal.

Being able to provide fresh, healthy 
and culturally appropriate meals 
has never been more important, 
said Chris Austin, UTEC’s director 
of Food Enterprise.

“These guys are really passionate 
about the opportunity to be able 
to give back to their community,” 
Austin said. “We’re rolling now. 
I’m very proud of everything we’ve 
done here. Unfortunately, food in-

security doesn’t look like it’s going 
to go away any time soon.”

UTEC is providing about 3,000 
meals a month in Lowell. The 
organization works with some 170 
young adults, ages 17-25, through-
out the course of a year.

“I knew if we were going to do (the 
Madd Love Meals program) that 
we were going to be all in. It doesn’t 
surprise me that we could hit that 
(75,000) number because of the 
members of our team,” Croteau 
said.

The Cambodian Mutual Assistance 
Association also benefits from 
UTEC’s food program.

“We are grateful for the food pack-
ages that UTEC has been provid-
ing. With their help, we are able 
to help families put food on their 
tables every week. Their ongoing 
commitment to our community 
members truly means a lot to us 
and we couldn’t have done it with 
them,” said Leakhena Vong, the 
Monorom Family Support Program 
coordinator.
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